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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Escape from Beverly Hills is the story of a struggle against a skewed system and against all odds-  a theme which 
echoes policies and attitudes afflicting so many immigrants in the US and around the world. A microcosm for socioeconomic 
inequality, the relationship between Hope and Brett explores the lives of two young people from different cultures and 
social classes as they unexpectedly fall in love, representing an idealistic vision of the world. Todd, the antagonist, is the 
voice of reason, even if this reason is ruthless, calculating, and hard for people to digest. He represents the cold truth 
of the American dream: capitalism, self preservation, and survival of the fittest.  

Confronted with important life changing decisions, will these young people chose to make sacrifices for one another, or 
will the social forces dividing them be too strong to overcome and drive them to callously abandon each other in pursuit 
of self preservation? When Hope realizes that the idyllic world of Beverly Hills is just a facade for a class of dysfunctional, 
privileged few, she has to fight for her life and escape the one place she always dreamed of being a part of, turning her 
American dream into an American nightmare.  

Exploring these issues is what motivated me as a writer. My intention as a director, however, is to make a film so tense 
and riveting, that survival is not only essential, but also makes the audience complicit in every questionable decision 
the characters make. We might not agree with Hope and Brett’s decision to sleep together, but we understand. We might 
not agree with Hope’s decision to take money for cleaning up a murder scene, but we all know what it’s like to be strapped 
for cash. We may not like that these teens cut up and dispose of a body, but if it keeps them from ruining their future, 
we understand. So, while the intense action keeps us on the edge of our seats, it’s really our connection to these 
flawed, naive, or misguided kids that really heightens the tension and deepens our empathy… or lack thereof.  

I look forward to sharing this riveting, soul searching and action-packed adventure, as we all try to keep Hope alive.

- FRANCK KHALFOUN
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Exploring these issues is what motivated me as a writer. My intention as a director, however, is to make a film 
and riveting, that survival is not only essential, but also makes the audience complicit in every 
the characters make. We might not agree with Hope and Breff's decision to sleep together, but we understand. 
not agree with Hope's decision to take money for cleaning up a murder scene, but we all know what it's like to 
for cash. We may not like that these teens cut up and dispose of a body, but if it keeps them from ruining 
we understand. So, while the intense action keeps us on the edge of our seats, it's really our connection to these 
flawed, naive, or misguided kids that really heightens the tension and deepens our empathy... or 

Escape from Beverly Hills is the story of a struggle against a skewed system and against all odds- a 
echoes policies and attitudes afflicting so many immigrant in the US and around the world.A microcosm for 
inequality, the relationship between Hope and Brett explores the lives of two young people from different 
social classes as they unexpectedly fall in love, representing an idealistic vision of the world. Todd, the antagonist, 
voice of reason, even if this reason is ruthless, calculating, and hard for people to digest. He represents the 
of the American dream: capitalism, self preservation, and survival of 

Confronted with important life changing decisions, will these young people chose to make sacrifices for one 
will the social forces dividing them be too strong to overcome and drive them to callously abandon each other 
of self preservation? When Hope realizes that the idyllic world of Beverly Hills is just a facade for a class of 
privileged few, she has to fight for her life and escape the one place she always dreamed of being a part of, 
American dream into an 

I look forward to sharing this riveting, soul searching and action-packed adventure, as we all fry to keep 
- FRANCK 
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GUARANTEED IMPACT*

A High-concept premise with global appeal equally suited for theatrical distribution or a wide range of 
streaming platforms.

A director with previous award-winning films in the thriller genre.

A modern day coming-of-age story highlighting America’s class struggle.

A strong female lead in a unique, edge-of-your-seat story of survival.

Veteran department heads and professional crew with years of industry experience.

Strong social media & viral marketing potential.

Highly recognizable film title with both domestic and international impact.
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*  A High-concept premise with global appeal equally suited for theatrical distribution or a wide 

streaming platforms. 

*  A director with previous award-winning films in the 
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COMPARABLE TITLES
DON’T BREATHE
Cost: $9.9 M
Box-Office: $157.1 M

THE GALLOWS
Cost: $100,000
Box-Office: $43 M

GET OUT
Cost: $4.5 M
Box-Office: $255.5 M
Nominated for 
4 Academy Awards

ANORA
Cost: $6 M
Box-Office: $53.5 M
Nominated for 
6 Academy Awards
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FRANCK KHALFOUN WRITER-DIRECTOR
Accomplished theatre actor and writer/director Franck Khalfoun wrote and directed numerous short films 
and music videos in the early nineties during the golden age of hip-hop for Platinum-selling artists such as 
Busta Rhymes, Redman, Mos Def, Talib Kweli, Erick Sermon and many others.

Franck co-starred in Alexandre Aja’s hit slasher High Tension, and made his writing and directorial debut 
with the thriller P2, starring Wes Bentley and Rachel Nichols, which was produced by Aja for Summit 
Entertainment. Franck went on to direct Wrong Turn at Tahoe for Paramount Pictures, starring Harvey Keitel, 
Miguel Ferrer and Academy Award winner Cuba Gooding Jr.

Franck then wrote and directed Maniac, starring Elijah Wood, which premiered in official selection at the 
Cannes Film Festival. The critically acclaimed thriller was produced by Aja (The Hills Have Eyes), and 
Thomas Langmann (The Artist).

Franck has since directed five features and documentaries, including Prey and Amityville: The Awakening, 
starring Bella Thorne and Jennifer Jason Leigh, both produced by Jason Blum for Blumhouse. His latest film, 
Night of the Hunted, was released on Shudder and AMC+ in the fall of 2023.
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Accomplished theatre actor and writer/director Franck Khalfoun wrote and directed numerous 
and music videos in the early nineties during the golden age of hip-hop for Platinum-selling artists 
Busta Rhymes, Redman, Mos Def, Talib Kweli, Erick Sermon and 

Franck co-starred in Alexandre Aja's hit slasher High Tension, and made his writing and 
with the thriller P2, starring Wes Bentley and Rachel Nichols, which was produced by Aja 
Entertainment. Franck went on to direct Wrong Turn at Tahoe for Paramount Pictures, starring 
Miguel Ferrer and Academy Award winner Cuba 

Franck then wrote and directed Maniac, starring Elijah Wood, which premiered in official selection 
Cannes Film Festival. The critically acclaimed thriller was produced by Aja (The Hills Have 
Thomas Langmann 711 
Franck has since directed five features and documentaries, including Prey and Amityville: 
starring Bella Thorne and Jennifer Jason Leigh, both produced by Jason Blum for Blumhouse. His 
Night of the Hunted, was released on Shudder and AMC+ in the fall 
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BRAD ZUTAUT bz@company28.com
+1 (310) 920-0910 

GINGI ROCHELLE gingirochelle2@gmail.com
+1 (917) 750-5042

FRANCK KHALFOUN fk@titlewavepictures.com
+1 (818) 281-8028

CONTACTS

WATCH THE SIZZLE TRAILER AT TITLEWAVEPICTURES.COM/ESCAPE-FROM-BEVERLY-HILLS
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